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Hi there folks. Been a while, hasn’t it. With the New Year comes as little time 
as last year, but here is some commentary and news for ApaTech. 


Tshercon 


That beloved festival of friendship was celebrated by a few midwestern 
GTers at Tullio and Amy’s house of Isher, as always. This year was number 15 (I 
think) and anointed the New Year in Kalamazoo with appropriate pyrotechnics 
and tricks by Guy Wicker and hangers-on. 


The treasure hunt took on a new techie twist -- ham radio. Each team had a 
ham with them, and clues and communication with the house were handled 
simplex on 2 meters. However, the teams still paid tribute to Tullio’s cleverness, 
and obligingly stumbled about for 3-4 hours in the Kalamazoo cold and snow 
before finding the treasure. Someone please try and convince Guy Wicker that 
the treasure is not put in a sewer tunnel each year, please. 


Changes and upgrades continue to be made to Ishercon as the years pass. A 
newer trend seems to be local motels as crash space, rather than the floor. There 
is a separate snorers’ room now at Isher as well. This year I returned to the "attic 
as dormitory room" tradition, but slept well, stayed healthy and was not stepped 
on at all. The latest trend was catered food for this year. Worked out rather well, 
kept the house relatively free of cooking smoke and odors, and provided ample 
fare for the crew. A bit more balance to the menu for next year might be in 
order, as well as opportunities to still fuss in the kitchen if one wants. All in all, 
less chaos than usual, no video games, far less computer hacking, and a lot more 
talking, companionship and adequate hot showers. The movie of this year was 
Brigadoon, kindly provided by Steve Salaba, along with the soda pop and 
popcorn. Made us all jig homewards, and look forward to a new year full of 
friends. I hope your holidays were as comfortably and happily spent. 


January brought Real ham Radio info my lile. 


When it comes down to basics, good ham radio operation requires a skilled 
operator, a decent antenna and functioning equipment. Take out one of the 
three and it’s a pretty miserable situation. 


Everyone hates elusive car problems, you know, the kind that kick up when 
you are in the car but mysteriously disappear the moment you drive into the 
mechanic’s garage. Well, my handie-talkie must have had similar latent 
tendencies. I purchased a Yaesu dual-band (2 meter/70 cm or 144 Mhz/440 
Mhz)hand-held unit last year, and enjoyed using it mobile in a car, at home, and 
outside. However, it definitely had problems at times, with both transmission 
and reception. I tried different antennas, batteries and operating circumstances, 
but the quality problem proved to be elusive. For a ham, there is real frustration 
with having a "kind of working” unit. My handie-talkie wasn’t broken, but had 
intermittent problems with receiving transmissions or sending my transmission. 
So, my holiday present to myself was a new handie-talkie. 


I'd been waiting (and waiting) for Yaesu’s new model to be released since 
June. I'd gotten quite familiar with the Yaesu "user interface". Joa’s handie-talkie 
is a Yaesu and has been faithful and enduring through years of use. I had all 
these Yaesu accessories (microphones, batteries, etc.) But I finally decided 
enough was enough, and made the fateful trip to a Ft. Worth ham store. 


My mind was probably all set to get a new unit before I walked in the door. 
Objectively, I had considered them all: ICOM, Yaesu, Kenwood, Standard, Alinco. 
These are the big names, and all have advantages. I also had QST’s (the ARRL 
monthly ham magazine) review of handie- talkie equipment. 


The Fort Worth store didn’t have the Yaesu in stock (no one did) since they 
sold as fast as they came in. But, the Yaesu was so new it didn’t have a service 
track record or any real performance tryouts by local hams. This was true for 
the Chicago market, the Detroit market, the Indianapolis market and the D/FW 
market areas. I talked with hams and ham stores in all those areas. The two 
models most recommended by the local store were the Standard and the 
Kenwood dual-band hand- talkies. Standard has an excellent reputation for 
professional equipment, and has quality reception and transmitting capability. It 
probably offered the most trouble-free alternative to resolve my fatigue with the 
Yaesu’s transmission problems. Kenwood is a real "tried and true” name, since 
Joa’s faithful HF (approximately 10 meter and longer bands) transceiver has 
worked tirelessly, under extreme conditions, without complaint for more than 6 
years in the US and abroad. 


But, doesn’t it always come down to sex appeal?... The Standard’s design is 
adequate, typical of today’s hand-held function and "screen design". The 
Kenwood, however, has a radically new design, feel and shape. It is almost tiny 
in size, has a very clear screen, has a sliding cover for the keys and is easy to 
hold. It is also "friendlier" in that you can use ordinary words to identify the 
frequencies, rather than just mysterious numbers. With an expanded memory of 
100, you can have 50+ frequencies stored, each with their own 6 character ID. So 
I can look up J.A.R.C (Irving Amateur Radio Club) for the local 2 meter repeater, 
rather than trying to remember ....was that 146.72/- for Irving or 146. 64/- or 
146. 88/- ?? Instead, the alphanumeric display allows me to "page" through and 
read IARC, ROY OK (Royal Oak repeater), or DALLAS (Dallas repeater). For 


someone like me, who juggles repeater frequencies for 3 or more different cities, 
this is a real godsend. 


And it has other cute functions, like an alternate tone, that sounds like a 
telephone ring. So, when my radio is activated by receiving a transmission, it 
doesn't have to start talking in my pocket right away. You get real weird looks 
from people when your pocket starts talking like a CB! Instead, I can program it 
to monitor a frequency, and then ring when it picks up transmission. Much more 
polite for my friends than a pocket squawk box! 


Fnough of the functional bragging about the Kenwood TH78a. The 
absolutely best thing is that it PERFORMS GREAT TECHNICALLY! I’ve 
transmitted trouble-free for 3 weeks now, and love it. ve gotten compliments 
on the clarity of my signal from local hams. I’ve picked up transmissions from 
my local repeater more than ever. And this has made operating ham radio really 
rewarding. As a result, I’ve been on the air locally more than ever before, and am 
getting quite proficient in the local nets and casual ham exchanges. 


OII to the RACES 


Being a ham is more than local chit-chat, fancy equipment and QSL cards 
from exotic locales. It’s also camaraderie, competence and public service. One 
way to be an active ham, provide valuable public service and help out your local 
community is through emergency communications. I joined RACES, the Radio 
Amateur Communication Emergency Service, in Irving Texas for all those good 
reasons. And, through RACES, I know when there are tornadoes in the area. 


The local RACES group is alerted through the local repeater when there is 
bad weather coming to the area. The hams might be called to start emergency 
transmissions if and when severe weather occurs. This happens by "activating" 
the local RACES net and starting controlled operations with the RACES hams on 
the local repeater. Basically, the net is called active and RACES hams are notified 
via pager, radio repeater signals or even telephone. The local repeater is put into 
emergency service and the net is called up by the local RACES "chief operator" or 
net control. At that point, all non-RACES communication is blocked from the 
repeater and only RACES and emergency communication is handled. RACES 
members go to particular locations and report the local weather conditions, 
depending on severity. Priority is given to reports of hail, strong winds, heavy 
rain and cloud observations. For example, reporting a heavy wall cloud with a 
rotating formation is important because that could be where a tornado might 
develop. The reports are passed along to the local weather service, who in turn 
coordinate and call the weather alerts, especially the tornado warnings. 


So, if you are in RACES, you know what’s happening with the weather. And 
you can help provide early warning of emerging disaster conditions. For one who 
is as terrified of tornadoes as I am, ignorance is not bliss. If I know what is going 
on out there in the sky, at least I can act intelligently rather than cowering in a 
corner in fear. 


Almost anyone can listen to RACES, provided you have a radio scanner that 
receives the appropriate frequency. So, you too can know what is going on out 
there when the weather gets ugly. 


My need for quality and reliable ham radio equipment is critical, especially 
as part of a RACES group. So that was another key factor in my getting a new 
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radio this year. When the skies are almost falling down around your head, you 
don’t want your radio falling down at your feet. 


To report weather conditions, you’d better know what is critical in the sky 
and what is not. SKYWARN training is meant to give you some skill at identifying 
cloud and weather conditions, so that you know what is important and not. Joa 
and I went to SKYWARN school in Fort Worth recently. Taught by the local U.S. 
Weather Service, the 1 day course gave us 6 hours of more cloud and tornado 
photos and video footage than I’d ever seen before. Those tall, towering cumulus 
clouds that I'd really thought were pretty before, are now forewarnings of bad 
conditions to come. Air movements in storms, storm formation and storm 
conditions were explained vividly and actively. No one became a storm expert, 
but I sure learned what to look for and what the sky might be saying when it 
turns dark (or maybe not), clouds roll in and form walls, but it remains clear and 
doesn’t rain. The main idea is to spot conditions for possible tornadoes, report it 
and then get well into a safe place. You are not trained to be storm or tornado 
chasers, rather you are made aware of what the storm conditions mean, how to 
identify and communicate the critical information and take the right action to 
protect yourself and others. 


I joined RACES in self-defense. I don’t want to meet a tornado face- to-face. I 
do want to recognize one before it comes my way. And let others know before it 
comes down their way. Being forewarned is forearmed. Forewarning can save me 
from needless fear, anxiety and panic in the face of what I don’t know. RACES 
tries to provide forewarnings for others as well. 


That’s all for now. Take it easy, and see you in a few months. 


Other general news from December follows below, from my per-zine reports. 


Inspirational Lights in the Palm Trees 


Best regards for the holiday season and I hope one and all has the very best 
New Year! 


I just got back from a Christmas visit to *sun-filled and exciting* Phoenix. 
My mom is enjoying the life of a retiree in Arizona. *hooboy* Quite an exciting. 
time. Seriously, it was nice seeing her and her friends for the holidays. She got to 
show me off to her friends, be a proud mom, that kind of thing. 


We did a bit sight-seeing together, like visiting Frank Lloyd Wright's Arizona 
home and studio, Taliesin West. It’s a gorgeous residence, architectural school 
and complex in the mountains, built flush in the desert. It’s still an active school 
and foundation, furthering the ideas and practices of Wright's architectural 
theory. And, I found one of the best hobby shops in Phoenix, without really 
trying. Spent a few pleasant afternoons there, chatting several hours away with 
some of the local railfans, perusing their excellent book section and ogling over 
the railroad models. We also visited Jeff and Carol Duntemann who live in 
Scottsdale, but whose home is right on the border of the desert. Nice, but too dry 
for me. (Back to ham radio. Jeff ran some diagnostics on my Yaesu ham radio, 
and even he wasn’t able to find out if it was transmitting properly or not. 
According to his equipment, it didn’t seem to be sending out a signal at all. Yet, 
when I got back home, it mysteriously worked again.) 


Less amusing moments include trying to drive a real Deeetroit car (1978 
Impala or such) with loose power steering and the retired ladies being real 
back-seat drivers and trying their best to instruct me in braking techniques, 
Arizona speed restrictions and car-passing tips. *sigh* Overall, it was good to 
see Mom, visit a bit, and see Arizona. She is enjoying herself out there and that 
is what is most important. 


The Christmas lights in the palm trees topped it all, however. 


The TWove(s) 


Joa and I are now moved to Chicago. What a move. Our belongings filled a 
26 foot U-Haul (TM?) truck, and we had to leave 2 metal shelf units behind. It 
took us all of Saturday, 12/19 to fill the truck with the help of 4 friends. We then 
drove across to Chicago Saturday night, more or less. Thankfully, about 10 
people showed up bright and early (by 10 AM Sunday, and that was really early 
for some) and we were done by 3:30 PM with unloading the stuff into the condo 
and storage areas. That’s the short version of the story. 


The highlights of the longer version include Valli getting separated from 
convoy around Benton Harbor around 1:30 AM, hanging out at a truck stop until 
3:00 AM in case Joa came back, and then spending the night in the local Super 8 
motel. Then there was the great flying king-sized mattress that floated up 3 
stories and came in through the balcony window. 


Here are the details this is what happened, but it sort of deflates the 
_ mystique of the move, you know. The interstate convoy included Joa driving his 
Subaru, me driving my Prizm and two friends driving the U-Haul truck. When Joa 
took his turn at driving the truck, he got it to zoom along at 65 mph, and I 
trailed back in my Prizm because the roads were getting slick. No problem, as 
long as he and I were in touch through our ham radios (kinda like CBs). But 
around Benton Harbor at 1:30 AM, his radio battery wore down, I lost track of 
everyone and was on the road, alone. 


So I pulled off into a truck stop and waited, thinking they might come back 
or leave me a message with the state police. However, they did neither but kept 
going to Indiana, thinking that I still behind them. The tricky part was that we 
had no answering machine to leave messages on, and no really dependable way 
of letting each other know right away what was happening. So, I stayed put, 
figuring that at worst I could call them in Chicago in 3 hours, and continue 
driving at daybreak. 


Well, eventually we did communicate (Joa left me a message on my office’s 
voice mail system and | called him on the cellular phone once he was in the 
Chicago area) and | stayed at the Super 8. But Benton Harbor is a weird place to 
be at 2:30 AM... 


Now, if you're still reading this, the flying mattress was hilarious. The condo 
is on the top floor in a nice three-story complex. But, all moves have to be done 
through the rear door ("service entrance"), even if you live on the first floor. Fine, 
but there’s no elevator. Okay, so we schlep all the stuff upstairs, including 15 
bookcases, with friends occasionally mumbling about the advantages of ranch 
style homes. 


The king-size mattress was something else. It would not find up the back 
Stairs, nor, consequently, the front stairs. While visions of power-saws and 
folded-up mattresses danced through their heads, our friends did come up with 
an imaginative and mattress-saving idea... 


..Heave it up in the air and through the balcony door (which overlooks the 
front courtyard)... 


Well, given the alternative (king-size mattresses don’t take kindly to being 
folded or power-sawed in half), Joa and I decided fine but please be cautious. So 
our friends rose to the challenge, contrived an interesting rope harness for the 
mattress and plotted the coup. With their clockwork coordination, the roped-up 
mattress was brought round, loops thrown up to the balcony and 4 hefty guys 
heaved it up in 3 minutes flat. More or less. Which left us in a fine position to 
respond with innocent faces and incredulous looks if anyone (i.e. the condo 
association) asked why there had been a mattress in the front yard or balcony. 


However, I did not ask the mattress if it had enjoyed its brief experience 
with bondage. 


A few more details on the condo. It’s located in Chicago, barely, at Foster 
and East River Road (that’s due east of O’Hare airport, at about 5200 north and 
8800 west). It’s in a larger complex, but located right across the street from a 
forest preserve. It’s about 25 feet from the Norridge/Chicago border and about a 
15 minute walk from the Cumberland stop on the O’Hare El line on the Kennedy 
expressway. O’Hare is about 15 minutes away, which is great for my out-of-town 
work. 


More importantly, it has ethnic communities all around, although it looks 
like ordinary suburbia. There is a strong Italian community in this part of 
Chicago and Norridge. Joa and I can walk to a local Italian coffee bar, and feel 
like we are in Milan, chatting with the regulars. But then, I can also go down to 
the Polish delis which are springing up all over this area as well, and get kielbasa 
and pierogis. Seems that the Poles are moving out to this part of Chicago 
because as their old neighborhood is being developed, rents are going up. 
Imagine that! The ethnic neighborhoods coming to the suburbs not because of 
crime, but because of city development! 


Yes, there are the typical Chicago accouterments as well, from your mom & 
pop hot dog stands to the currency exchanges. Please come and visit, and you'll 
get a neighborhood tour! 


Copyright 1992, by Valli M. Hoski. All rights reserved by the author. 
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There you go. We moved. We actually did it. We are back in 
Chicago. We are where there is real life, decent food, good 
public transportation, and an airport that actually works. 


You are moving, when??? 


The move itself happened just a few days before Christmas. 
Quite a terrible time to uproot and transfer a household. 
However, overall, it went pretty smoothly. Much of the credit 
goes to our friends in Detroit and Chicago who helped us haul 
fifteen hundred cubic feet of stuff into a truck and out of a 
truck in less than two days. 


In Detroit everything was packed and ready to go on moving 
day. That is the way it should be. However, I had 
underestimated the volume that we needed to move. That was not 
the way it should be. My estimate was probably reasonably close 
to real for the furniture and boxes from the apartment. But I 
was short a couple of hundred cubic feet on the stuff in our 
basement. This could have been a disaster, had it not been for 
an inverse Murphy effect that caused us to get a larger truck 
than we had requested and for the extraordinary engagement of 
the Detroit "packing crew". When the truck was done, not a 
Single shoe box could have been added. The truck door barely 
closed. And yet, all we left behind was a garbage drum and some 
garage shelving. 


As it is in the nature of projects that have been 
underestimated, it took longer to pack the truck than planned. 
Hence we left town late. We, that is Valli, myself and two 
friends of ours. Embarking onto an eight hour trip at nine 
o'clock pm was not the high point of this experience. The fact 
that one of the vehicles in the convoy was a 24 foot truck, 
that the streets were encased in ice, and that all of us were 


dog tired from schlepping so much stuff increased the challenge 
towards infinity. 


Where in the world is Valli Hoski? 


We rotated between our three vehicles, barely managing to 
stay awake and on the street. Valli and I were staying in 
contact via ham radio, surrounding the third party so we could 
effectively control the convoy in case of need. The truck had a 
12V banana plug outlet for CB radio but no lighter socket for 
ham handhelds. Thus, whoever was in the truck had to use 
equipment battery power. Now, in the days before moving I had 
been very busy and neglected to recharge my equipment (oh, heck, 
all trucks have a cigarette lighters, don’t they?). Hence I was 
running low on power. And then it happened: somewhere at the 
Indiana border I was driving the truck and my batteries gave 
their last erg. I lost touch with Valli. I tried to keep track 
of the cars in my rear view mirror. Eventually I had a feeling 
that the number of headlights staying steady behind did not add 
up right and pulled over into a rest area. There we were: one 
truck, one car, and... by gosh, Valli was gone. 


There is a lesson in it: If you love your wife, keep your 
batteries charged! 


And there we are, out in nowhere, on a highway, in the dark, 
at two o’clock in the morning and a member of our party is 
missing; and there is no firm protocol governing this kind of a 
Situation. Valli may be trying to catch up with us, or may have 
had an accident, or may have overtaken us, or may have stayed 
behind for whatever reason. Now what? 


We changed cars again and I got my Subaru back. People who 
have seen my car know that it can double as communication center 
for a minor commando action. But how to put that power to use in 
a Situation like this? First I made sure that Valli was really 
out of simplex radio range. Well, she was, and that was no 
Surprise as the simplex range of our handhelds is five miles on 
the outside. Then I tried to hit repeaters. I found one, but 
Valli was not there. The more powerful shortwave transmitter I 
have in my car would not do any good as Valli does not have a 
license to operate on shortwave and hence does not have a 
shortwave transceiver in her vehicle. I decided that I could 
not reach Valli via ham radio. 


The next impulse was to turn around and search the road, just 
in case Valli was stranded along the roadside. But after 
thinking it over some more I discarded that idea. We did not 
know when we had lost Valli nor did we know where to look for 
her. Additionally, she may have already been towed to God knows 
where. Also, having a truck in the search party did not 
Simplify the process nor could we afford to split up as our 
friends did not know where to go in Chicago. We also had to 


consider that the roads were extremely treacherous and in that 
Situation there is safety in numbers. 


I waited for the proverbial light bulb to come on and come on 
it did. "Flucht nach vorn" was the idea: "flight forward". In 
military parlance this term often embellishes a retreat. In this 
case it seemed to be the winning strategy. I had a cellular 
phone in the car, however away from the home area this phone 
does only place outgoing calls and cannot be dialed up from the 
outside. Home area is Chicagoland, and that area starts about 
at the Indiana dunes. Thus half an hour from where we were I 
was reachable. In order for this strategy to work I had to trust 
that Valli was cared for or at least had been able to summon 
help with her radio. I also had to trust that Valli would 
eventually call the cellular phone number. To reinforce the 
odds I left a message on her business voice mail. There was no 
guarantee that Valli would feel the urge to call her voice mail 
at two o’clock in the morning or even be close to a telephone. 
But somehow I thought she would. 


After a short pow-wow at the rest area I called the shots and 
explained how getting away from where we lost Valli would 
actually get us closer. And so it was. Shortly past the dunes 
Valli came in on the car phone and yes, she was safe, she had 
pulled over when she lost us because she had to slow down. She 
decided to wait, reconnoiter the situation, and check for 
messages in her voice mail. After hanging out at a truck stop 
for a while she decided to check into a motel and proceed after 
daybreak. That was good news. 


The rest is history: we made it to Chicago, spent a restless 
three hours trying to sleep, met up with Valli, met up with our 
friends to unload the truck and discharged our household into 
our new apartment and a storage area nearby. All boxes being 
properly labeled with content and destination, things went 
smoothly from there. The "Chicago crew" took charge and 
everything was unloaded and in place four hours ahead of 
schedule. We owe a big THANK YOU to all of you who lent a hand. 


The mystery of the flying mattress... 


Oh yes, there is another story in this move. A mystery. 


You must understand that our new condo is on the top floor of 
a three story building. The hallways are too convoluted to 
admit any furniture of significant size. A king size mattress 
quite definitely will not fit through those hallways. And yet, 
a king size mattress did materialize in our bedroom, all in one 
piece. How did that happen? A locked room mystery? A miracle? 
A technological breakthrough beyond our wildest dreams? None of 
the above, just some good old fashioned techie ingenuity. 


When the mattress came off the truck a moan went through the 
crowd. The mattress seemed big, huge, monstrous. It would 


never fit. There was just no way that it could be folded, 
twisted, and turned to be squeezed up the stairs. And yet, we 
tried: we folded, twisted, turned, bent, pushed, squeezed, and 
pulled. We had to admit, no indeed, it didn’t fit. 


"How about using a chain saw on this thing?" grumbled 
somebody. "What do you need such a big mattress for anyway" I 
heard from somebody else. "Shucks, there is just NO WAY we ever 
will get it up!" But no, where there is a will, there IS a way: 
just look at the problem from a different angle. If the mattress 
does not fit THROUGH the hallway, how about AROUND the hallway? 


Our condo has a balcony. And the balcony has a large door. 
Just lift the thing up to the the balcony, swing it through the 
Window, and carry it to the bedroom. That was all thére was to 
it. Almost! Unfortunately there was one more hitch: the 
administration would not take kindly to this approach. The 
bylaws spelled that out pretty clearly. And that was not 
entirely an empty threat, since the administration was holding 
300.00 dollars of ours in escrow, for exactly the purpose of 
discouraging this kind of creativeness. 


Should we abandon the project? Give in to the banalities of 
life? Bend our existence to suit the whims of a bureaucracy? No 
way! To play it safe, however, we decided on a stealth approach. 


There was enough rope in the truck to ensnarl an office full 
of bureaucrats. Good solid hemp rope. We also had a lot of 
people who knew how to use such a rope. Hence we decided ona 
two team approach. One team would tie a web around the 
mattress. The other team would casually hang out on the 
balcony, unobtrusively tying a few ropes to the steel bars, 
ready to pull the mattress up. 


When the mattress was ready, the ground team carried it into 
the courtyard and, as if by magic, three ropes materialized from 
the balcony. Ten seconds to tie the ropes, ten seconds to hoist 
the mattress, and ten seconds to yank it inside. In less then 
thirty seconds the spook was over. We figured that that was 
less time than all the George & Marthas on the block would need 
to even reach their window. No witnesses. No comments. No 
complaints. 


And yet, in our bedroom there is a mattress that does not fit 
through the hallway. How is this possible? How did it get into 
the bedroom? Was it a miracle? That, my dear Watson, shall 
remain a mystery forever. (For the record I would like to note 
that the administration, entirely oblivious to the mystery of 
the flying mattress, did return the deposit as expected.) 


Going to the RACES... 


I do not have the official literature with me right now and 
cannot tell exactly what the acronym RACES stands for. I do 
know, though, that it is a nationwide group of radio amateurs 
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and public officials which have trained together in order to 
prevent and address civil emergencies. Many of the most severe 
emergencies of this country are caused by violent weather. RACES 
therefore focuses on dealing with dangerous weather conditions. 


"Yes, right" you may say, "how do you prevent bad weather?" 
Of course RACES cannot prevent bad weather, but it can help 
limit the damage caused by bad weather. This is most 
effectively done by accurately recognizing a threatening weather 
Situation, pinning down the location, and predicting dangerous 
developments. The weather service has quite sophisticated 
equipment, but ultimately it is the field report by trained 
observers that makes the difference. And this is where the hams 
come in: a highly disciplined group of people for whom radio 
communication is second nature and which only need to be taught 
how to recognize and report specific weather threats. These 
people are called spotters. 


Spotters are always on call. Typically they are tied into a 
repeater and are called upon if an emergency occurs, e.g. a 
tornado watch is called. They will then roam the countryside as 
directed from a control center manned by the police, the NOAA 
and other trained safety officials and report where they are and 
what they see. Correlation of these reports with weather radar 
and satellite pictures allows to accurately understand the 
nature of a specific threat. In this case: the weather 
Situation. This tremendously increases the weather warning 
system’s responsiveness to shifting weather conditions. 
Hundreds of lives are saved that way every year. I remember 
sitting in our basement in Birmingham because there was a 
tornado warning in the area. I listened to the RACES net for 
the Detroit area. This allowed me to trace the path of the 
tornadoes as they formed and ravaged neighboring counties. And 
than a shift in the conditions occurred. A spotter reported 
that a tornado was changing direction, moving towards 
Birmingham. "Hit the shelter" was the word, and off went the 
sirens. 


Valli joined the RACES group in Irving, TX, where she works 
right now. She took part in the RACES training net that teaches 
the fundamentals in formal communication sessions over the air. 
But in addition to that she had to participate in a classroom 
session that was to show examples of weather situations and 
train people in their recognition. Valli suggested that I come 
along and eventually I decided that it might be fun and that I 
probably could use the credit somewhere, sometime. 


The class was held in the Fort Worth, TX, council hall. That 
alone was worth the experience. We met NOAA officials, weather 
forecasters and experienced RACES people. We learned in 
intimate detail the formation and the elements of a tornado: 
the anvil, the mammatus, the wall, the collar, the tail; wall 
clouds, up draft, down draft, squall lines and much more. In the 
afternoon we had a slide and movie show presented by a ham who 
has chased tornadoes for more than twenty years. His 


presentation was a remarkable collection of drama and disasters. 
Many of his slides were of the type: "If you see this cloud 
formation - report it and GET OUT." 


His movie was a tale of sorrow and wreckage, seen with the eye 
of a man for whom watching the birth of a tornado is a near 
spiritual experience. Spielberg could not have done better. These 
pictures were stranger than fiction, and yet terrifyingly real. 


"Ladies and gentlemen, here we are seeing a severe weather 
situation just north of Amarillo. The operator was right in the 
path of this developing tornado. Please note the slow gyration 
of the wall cloud and do observe closely as the funnel of the 
tornado is being formed and moves to the ground. There you 
go... touchdown... debris is now clearly visible in the bottom 
part of the funnel. And, watch, there it comes, moving toward 
us now." 


"Ladies and gentlemen, at this point you should remove 
yourselves from the path of the tornado and seek shelter as fast 
as possible. This operator, however, did not know any better 
and kept recording, preserving for us these unique pictures, and 
allowing us a deep look into the jaws of this tornado." 


"And this. Ladies and Gentlemen, is the end of the recording. 
At his point the operator was hit from behind by a two by four 
caught in the updraft of the tornado. He was knocked out cold. 
I am told that he survived." 


We learned a lot in our RACES class. 


Books... 


The Turing Option by Harry Harrison and Marvin Minsky - Warner 
Books 1992. 


Action courtesy of Harry Harrison. Vision added by Marvin 
Minsky. A superbly crafted glimpse at a possible future. 
Technically sound, hard science fiction packaged with credible 
characters and a reasonable plot. This book has my vote for best 
science fiction in 1992. 


ne Breakthrough - the race fo he superconductor by Robert M. 

Hazen - Ballantine Books, September 1989 

An autobiographical description by somebody who was there. 
This book describes the background to the achievement of 
high-temperature superconductors, the Bednorz/Muller fallout. 
Pleasant style, good observation and. most important of all, 
excellent explanation of technical details in well balanced 
laymen’s terms. 


Stephen Hawking: Quest for a Theo of Everything - the story of 
his life and work by Kitty Ferguson, Bantam Books, 1992 

I own books by Stephen Hawking but I never made it through 
one. To cover the shame I tried a book about him instead. I 
found a book that explained not only the man but also his 
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theories. I now understand what the whole thing is about. I 
now perceive how the tunneling effect, the apparently 
instantaneous travel of particles, can be reconciled with the 
theories of Heisenberg and Einstein. No kidding! This is the 
level of the book. And yet, it is not a theoretical tractise: 
‘the tidbits of profound scientific information are interspersed 
within the rendition of the very human aspects of a struggling 
handicapped scientist. I enjoyed the book very much and trust 
that so will you. 


Mailing comments APA-TECH #82 


Rod E. Smith re my previous essay: love your comment and 
will probably borrow yr line re yr former boss and use it at a 
suitable time. I find your "diatribe" interesting and agree 


with much of it. I am not sure this is helpful, but let me tell 
you, elsewhere it is more likely worse than better. Also, your 
analysis of bureaucrats is quite sharp. I have recently seen a 
lot of them and you describe them well. 


Crumbcrunchers re Marlene: I find the idea of having a kid 
work against a clock quite terrifying. I have been educated at 
a very formal school with lots of classwork and plenty of deadlines. 
When I did badly in my classwork, more often then not this was 
due to lack of time. Or, as an outside observer would have 
said, and probably indeed has said: because I was too slow. 


In retrospect I find two things: 


(1) Pressure did not make me work faster or better. On the 
contrary, it turned me off. However proper motivation by the 
teacher did make me work better and faster. I suggest that 
Marlene’s teacher change her style and attitude. Lacking this 
possibility I suggest to leave the problem to itself if the 
grades are acceptable or change school and/or teacher if the 
grades are not acceptable. 


(2) Being "slow" is not necessarily a bad thing. We tend to 
standardize expectations and judge observed behavior against 
perceived standards. While deviations from the norm do indicate 
differences, these differences are not necessarily negative. As 
I mentioned above, I have always learned, operated and made 
decisions at a slower speed then many people around me. However 
I more than compensated with perseverance and thoroughness, 
avoiding waste and having fewer knee jerk reactions. I trust 
that Marlene will find a coping mechanism also. 


See you around 


Take care 


Joachim 
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Happy New Year, everyone! Life 
continues to treat us in an interesting 
fashion! (After all, what would life be 
if it weren’t interesting?) 

My grandmother died in early 
December; she’d broken her hip and 
femur in August, and went downhill 
rapidly from there. She was ina 
nursing home after the accident, but 
my aunt brought her home as soon as 
she could, and she cared for her with 
the help of one or two aides who came 
in during the week, my cousin’s wife 
(who is an RN), and for several weeks, 
my mom. Being allowed the privilege 
to die at home is something that’s 
sadly becoming rarer. Though home 
is a far more caring environment than 
hospital or nursing home, the 
alternative isn’t always readily 
available. 

On a related but not identical topic, 
an interesting statistic that I note is 
that terminally ill patients themselves 
tend to prefer hospital to hospice care. 
This despite the fact that the hospital is 
more expensive and its focus is 
entirely different from that of the 
hospice -- to save lives rather than 
help one die with dignity and in peace. 

My mother is now faced with the 
monumental task of dispersing the 
huge collection of antiques that my 
grandmother accumulated over the 
past 80 years or so. Though much of it 
is what we term “junque” or maybe 
“early 20th century kitsch” there is also 
a great deal that is extremely valuable, 
or possibly even unique. I am trying 
to screw up my courage to call the 
Strong Museum in Rochester to tell 
them about this collection, because it 
soon will be parceled out to all and 


sundry, or sold at rummage and garage 
sales. (It’s not that I don’t trust my 


‘mom, who realizes the value of many 


of the things, but she has a tendency 
to, once she decides to get rid of 
something, get rid of it wholesale. 
When we sold my grandmother’s 
house in Ohio, she held a yard sale 
and sold all the crystal and silver for 
what can only be defined as “a song.”) 

So far from what she tells me, all 
the costumes and formals are gone, 
given to the university theatre 
department. (My grandmother was 
involved in several Masonic 
organizations, as was my grandfather, 
so she had several formal gowns to 
wear.) The red velvet drapes have 
gone to the opera guild, and some of 
the lamps to a lamp store, apparently 
for display. 

Well, enough morbid musings. 
Our “new” car has had another 
accident; we hit a deer last week. Well, 
now it certainly “has character” (as a 
friend told me when he sat on my 
brand new allagash hat and squashed 
it all out of shape). 

This may be related somehow 
(though I’m not quite sure how!) to 
the 19th century quilters’ deliberate 
attempts to sew imperfections into 
their quilts, because only God is 
perfect. (Of course some quilt 
historians say this is a ridiculous piece 
of apocrypha, but I HAVE seen photos 
of old quilts with very noticeable 
errors, like a patch sewn in backwards 
or upside down.) 

Work continues interesting, 
though the 120 mile round trip 
commute each day is getting a little 
wearing (especially on the car, but also 


on us. }I HAVE gotten another issue of 
the magazine out, one with some 
pretty hard-hitting stories and articles 
in it. I’m working on getting it 
looking good enough for sending out 
review copies to publications like 
SCAVENGER’S and the SPWAO 
Newsletter and possibly even LOCUS. 
This one is on 11x17” paper, stapled in 
the middle -- a LITTLE bit classier. I 
keep finding typos, however. The 
more I look, the more I find! Maybe 
I'll just leave them in, using the old 
impefections rationale. I find that 
after having read the stories several 
dozen times, they start looking not so 
wonderful, and I find all sorts of 
things to criticize about them. I wish 
they could stay as perfect for me as 
they were the first time I read them. 
Sigh. 

I’ve discovered another semi- 
useful tool which is more convenient 
and less messy than printer’s wax but 
not quite as effective. It’s made by 
Dennison and is called “Tack-a-Note” 
and is advertised as “making any 
paper self-sticking and removable” -- 
in other words rather like Post-It 
Notes. It works quite well in the 
sticking and removing department, 
but it’s hard to get enough adhesive on 
something so that shadow lines are 
eliminated when the thing’s 
photocopied (unlike printer’s wax). I 
also of course don’t know how it will 
hold up over time. 


Amazingly, I have room for some 
mailing comments here: 


ROD: See above remarks about the 
magazine. We should be listed under 
“Hobson’s Choice” in WRITER’S 
MARKET. I haven’t checked the 93 
edition out yet; the most recent one I 
have is 92. If we’re not listed, I’ll be a 
little ticked, because I distinctly 
remember sending the listing in, but 
the loss would not be too great, as 


we're listed in many other places as 
well. 

Our cable company NEVER polls 
its membership, and hence we have a 
number of offerings that don’t interest 
me in the slightest, but nobody asked 
me. I can certainly understand, 
however, that CMT and the Nashville 
Network are very popular in this part 
of the country, as is the Christian 
channel. In trying to reprogram our 
VCR after a power outtage, we 
discovered that Nickelodeon has 
apparently been replaced by C-Span, a 
totally off-the-wall change as far as I 
can see. 

Nickelodeon, obviously, has 
become quite popular in our family, 
especially “Rugrats” and “Doug”, 
though not “Ren and Stimpy.” Dora 
even recognizes the characters, and 
gets quite excited when “Rugrats” 
comes on. “Tommy! Tommy!” she 
cries. She also recognizes real actors 
and actresses. She sat and watched the 
SPRINT ad “starring” Candice Bergen 
and kept calling, “Muffy! Muffy!” I’m 
a bit slow, but finally realized that she 
was saying “Murphy! Murphy!” 
Though we don’t watch “Murphy 
Brown” obviously they do at the 
babysitter’s! | 


AUDREY: How does Project 
Gutenberg protect literary works from 
copyright infringement? Seems that 
this could be quite a problem. Or is it 
only for works that are already in the 
public domain? 

Re your comments on health 
insurance, we haven’t had any decent 
insurance for the last year and a half, 
and aren’t covered at all now. 
Although I still take the kids to see the 
pediatrician quite frequently, for ear 
infections, and most recently for 
conjuntivitis, for me and Dave going 
to the doctor or dentist is a thing of the 
past. I wonder if they’re really 
thinking of people like us when they 
talk health care reform. Let’s hope! 
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What a Weekend! 


It’s been a busy two months, 
not that you’d know it from the 
amount of work completed on our 
home renovation project. But, 
Christmas is not a good time to 
work on a house, and neither is 
New Year’s. And now that 1993 
is here, we’ve been busy with 
other things. Gabe repaired the 
washing machine, which had sud- 
denly discovered it could 
simultaneously wash clothes and 
the walls. I’ve been getting the 
tax stuff in order, and preparing 
for our annual trek to Minneapolis 
for MiniCon. At work, we’re al- 
most ready to ship product. I’ve 
been writing help screens while 
Gabe has been ironing out what 
are hopefully the last few bugs. 


But in comparison with the 
weekend of January 8th, that’s 
nothing. Because my doctor dis- 
covered the cause of a number of 
irritating symptoms — my ovaries 
were encased in cysts. Due to the 
fact that my ovaries could no 
longer release estrogen, the testos- 
terone my body still produced 
began to run amok. Hair began to 
grow in very unlady-like 
locations, my menstrual cycles 
ceased, acne ruined my complex- 
ion and my temper seemed to be 
ruled by one gigantic — and ag- 
gressive — bad mood. 


So, on January 8th, I went in 
for laproscopic surgery. We 
made it to the hospital right on 
time — 7:00 a.m. Not bad for 
someone who locked herself out- 
side with out the keys twice that 
morning. The first time I forgot 
the door locks automatically and 
closed it behind me when I took 
the trash out. The second time, 
Gabe asked ‘Where are my 


keys?”’ as we stood in front of his’ 


car. I knew the answer — some- 
where on my computer desk, 
downstairs in the basement. 

Gabe managed to pry open the 
doorwall before I could pry open 
the bathroom window or start cry- 
ing. A few short minutes later we 
had the keys and were on our way 
to the hospital. 


I did all the normal hospital 
stuff — signed in, waited, met the 
nurses and interns scheduled to 
work on me. I woke up later, with 
my stomach rather sore, and asked 
if they had already done the opera- 
tion. Forty-five minutes later I 
was on my way home. 


After the drive home, during 
which I kept falling asleep, I went 
to bed. I woke up later that after- 
noon, did a few things on the 
computer, and went back to bed. 


Since I had slept through 
most of the day of surgery, I woke 


up at 3am. When the alarm 
didn’! go off, I discovered it was 
just as well I had woke up, since 
the alarm was set incorrectly. 
And that wouldn’t do, what with 
us leaving for Toronto to see 
Phantom of the Opera in a few 
short hours. 


So, I awakened Gabe, and af- 
ter he got ready, we went out for 
breakfast. Afterwards, we drove 
to Gary & Gini’s house, to meet 
with the rest of the group. Almost 
the entire roster of the South East- 
ern Michigan Gluttony Society 
attended — twenty of us in all. 


We rode with Pete and 
Wendy Richardson, and with 
Kevin Nickerson, who found him- 
self jammed between Gabe & I in 
the back seat of the Crown Vic. | 
enjoyed both the scenery and the 
conversation, or at least those 
parts during which I managed to 
stay awake. 


We arrived in Toronto about 
noon, quickly checked into our 
rooms at the Downtown Holiday 
Inn, and changed clothes. After a 
cold four block hike to the theater, 
we settled in to see the show. 


Almost immediately I started 
feeling nauseous. And very cold. 
After stupidly sitting in the dead 
middle of the row, it occurred to 


me that if I suddenly had to run to 
the women’s room I would disturb 
everyone else in our row. We 
moved to the end of the row, with 
Gabe sitting on the very edge. If] 
got sick, I wanted him to help me 
get wherever I had to go. He did 
not seem pleased with this idea. 


At the intermission, I made a 
trip to the ladies’ room and pissed 
off the mother of a 4-year old, 
when I refused to let her & her 
child cut in front of me in line. I 
tried to explain that I had had sur- 
gery the day before, and was 
doing my all just to stand upright, 
but found myself subject to a lec- 
ture on how 4-year olds have 
special needs! 


Despite my weakened condi- 
tion, I enjoyed the show 
immensely. I highly recommend 
seeing it. The sets look gorgeous, 
the music sounds wonderful and 
the story itself is fascinating. 


After the show, we returned 
to the hotel. Wendy insisted I stay 
in bed and rest (Thanks Wendy!), 
while the rest of the group went 
out to dinner. I slept for two 
hours, and woke only when Gabe 
pounded on the door with left- 
overs from the Chinese restaurant. 
As I ate, the group went out for de- 
sert. Later the group retumed 
with tales of bad waiters, the bitter 
cold, and an amazing chocolate 
cheesecake. 


After breakfast the next morn- 
ing, we checked out of the hotel, 
got into our various cars, trucks 
and vans, and left. The weather 
during our trip to Toronto had 
been clear & sunny, but for our re- 
turn trip there was billowing 
snow, freezing cold and strong 
winds. The farther we drove, the 
worse the weather. 


About three hours into the 
trip, at an exit with an earlier acci- 
dent, we nearly got rear-ended by 
the car behind us, Bob & Connie 
Trembley ended up shooting up in 
front of us (I rode in the lead car), 
Dave Martin (Connie’s brother) & 
Gabe ended up in the other lane 
(to avoid colliding with the car in 
front of them), and lost control of 
the truck on the ice. They 
bounced off the highway’s divid- 
ing wall, and fought to remain in 
control of the truck. As they shot 
by, Pete announced the van went 
off the road (for unknown rea- 
sons). 


Pete found himself behind 
Bob’s car, after Dave got control 
of the truck and went back behind 
us. Pete ended up driving faster 
than conditions warranted to pass 
Bob’s car. We passed them just in 
time to reach our exit, and make 
the turn. This exit, about 2-3 
miles from where the van went off 
the road, presented us with our 
first chance to stop. We pulled off 
the road, and discovered that 
Dave’s truck hit the wall primarily 
with its bumper, so the bumper 
got scraped up, but the paint & fin- 
ish survived (although we later 
learned that it also required a front- 
end alignment and a new tire). 

We discussed returning for the 
van, but eventually decided that 
we would wait five minutes, and 
then continue without them. 
Within those five minutes, how- 
ever, the van drove up, and we 
leamed that they had intentionally 
pulled off the road. Being the last 
vehicle in the group, they had 
more time to check out the acci- 
dent at that intersection, and noted 
that one of the cars involved was 
the one from our happy group — 
the only one that left early. 


It seems they mistook the exit 
for the correct one, realized the 
mistake a few seconds later, tried 
to get back on the highway, spun 
out on the ice, and got clipped by 
the car behind them. No one was 
hurt, and the car could still be 
driven, so the van continued on 
while the car’s occupants waited 
for the police. 


We made it back to the US 
without further incident, returned 
to Gary & Gini’s where Gary had 
prepared a big pot of vegetable 
beef soup. We ate, retrieved our 
car, and went home to rest. 


What a Weekend! 


MARKING TIME 


Steve Popernack 

2873 Colony Woods Cir SW 
Canton OH 44706-3371 
Phone (216) 477-3046 
Internet stevep34@aol.com 


Yes, I've been bad. It’s been well over a year since my last (also my first) article for APA-Tech. Of course, if 


anyone else is reading this, it means I've been forgiven my overabundance of slack. 


] have no excuse to offer for not writing; most of my 1992 consisted of what a corporation would call internal 
restructuring. Don't panic or anything, most of this was physical, not emotional (tossing stuff that I didn't have room 
or reason to keep, bidding good riddance to a four-door lemon and getting a decent car, paying for same, etc.) Oddly 
enough, my two new responsibilities (see below) might prod me into a more active life —one that will see more 
entries from this guy with the cartoon-like last name in here. (I forget who hit me with that one here, but I liked 
it...1'm almost famous!) 


So you're wondering “what two new gigs?” Most of you will remember from #76 that I get most of my jollies 
from music, both vocal and percussive. I did band and choir in high school, and marched in the local drum & bugle 
corps for six years (but more about that below.) Right about the time I got out of college, some of the Fairless (high 
school) band alumni wanted to get a bunch of us together for the school band show and whatever else. 


“Whatever else” turned into “nothing” but about 40 of us played at the show. (I marched in years when we had 

35 to 60 total, so 40 was a good size.) | marched one more time, when ] won the ‘farthest traveler’ award (this was 

when I lived in Michigan) but oddly once I came back | never heard about the alumni band again until last 

September, when my dad was at a football game and heard the announcer mention the band show featuring the 
alumni band. 


So he asked me if I knew about it, and of course | didn’t. I called two friends who were in it before (one of 
whom was the president last time I was there) and they didn't know, but they knew another guy was the 
vice-president and he'd know. Well he did know; he wasnt all that thrilled about it, but at least ] knew where to be. 
] showed up for the practice and I was one of 14 people, and the only drummer there. No veep and none of the other 
two that I called (I did tell them when the practices were.) I found out at the practice that the band was still going 
on without most of us, but dwindling fast..there was talk of just dropping it after this year. 


Now, don't get me wrong, | have other things to do than wear a set of quads and play in 40-degree weather for 
10 minutes. But if I’m gonna go to all the trouble to find out when and where, I’m not gonna do it alone! So J called 
Scott (the v-p, who plays snare) and Rodney (one guy that | called earlier, who plays any drum you got) Saturday 
morning to get them here. By now there were about 30 of us —decent, but I know some people that could make it 
and didn't. Scott blew off a day of flying, and Rodney had some kind of computer emergency at his office, but they 
both showed, and we had a respectable drum section. 


As the day went on, I found that lots of people were disgusted with the current administration, and were 
looking for someone to fix it. Someone who actually wants to run the thing..someone whos above the 
squabbling...who can deal with the band boosters (since we have instruments and a performing venue through their 
grace)..who has a spare life to devote to this sort of thing. (Also, Rodney & Scott wanted to pay me back for 
standing them in 40-degree weather wearing matching shirts.) So before you could say “hapax legomenon’” | became 
president of the alumni band (or band alumni). 
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Now I lived around here (which is close to the ole school) for about three years, and hadn't heard about the 
band except by accident. Rodney has lived out here ever since graduation and he NEVER got a mailing. When I got 
the so-called “current” address lists | found out why; they though | still lived in Michigan. Since 1989 the member 
list stagnated and slowly went out-of-date. So my administration's (?) first priority is to correct the mailing list. To 
do this, all | must add to the letters are those three little words that the post office probably loves to see: 


ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


Since the Fairless Alumni Band is a non-profit organization, it can send its mail bulk non-profit rate (i.e. zero 
for us, although someone probably pays for it.) Trouble is, if the address is wrong, instead of forwarding the mail, the 
post office throws it out . . . unless it contains the magic words. Then, instead of forwarding the letter to the owner, it 
goes back to the post office, where it. sits and waits for me to buy it back, at 29 cents per. I asked if there were 
another way to verify the addresses in my list, and there is..but it costs $3 an address, whether it's right or wrong. 
This way, if it's right it goes, and if it's wrong I can fix it and send it out for free the next time. 


So I've played with the address list as much as I can (for you computer buffs, don’t feel bad for me if I tell you 
I'm using Microsoft Works, both I and the school use this, so we can share data, if they're interested) and now I'm 
ready to send out the list. Of course, since the school levy failed a recent ballot, ] might not need to worry about this 
if they decide not to have a band this year. | 


Not that I'll lack for non-profit activity this spring. Here's where | start into that drum corps thing; I don’t 
know if I can define it accurately but to put it vaguely, it's a marching musical organization (not a band) that’s 
generally independently run, that competes with other such corps in the summer. Whatever it is, I stood in it 
(‘marched” isn’t accurate, since | played a concert vibraphone and didn't really march, but anyway) until '87 (for a 
junior corps such as the Canton Bluecoats, members must be no more than 21 years old) and helped out a little until 


the spring of '88, when | took The Job in Michigan (tm). 


Even when I came back, I shied away from getting involved with the corps, not because I didn’t want to, but I 
wasn't sure if | had a set job in Canton. I was contracted to Timken for six weeks, and I could’ve moved anywhere, 
and the last thing I felt | needed was another anchor in case I'd have to move. Well, that was over three years ago, I'm 
still contracting at Timken (and for the first time they're making noises that sound like ‘hire in,” but that’s another 
story which I'll write when it's finished) so I figure it's time for me to pay the corps back for what it gave me (also 
another story.) 


Oh, for those of you that are wondering, “Bluecoats’ is not a misprint and it is not two words. We are not 
named after articles of clothing, but after policemen; since the corps was founded by the Canton Police Boys’ Club 
that’s a natural I guess. The corps still practices at the club (now called the J. Babe Stearn Community Center, after 
the recently retired police commissioner) but is not associated with the police as much as it was.) —but this is the 
start of that other story. (One at a time...) 


Last week the corps directors and a bunch of us alumni got together for a brainstorming meeting on how to 
improve recruiting. Personally | felt that the group got off topic way too much, but one of the off topics was running 
the corps’ local show. Innovations In Brass has been Canton’s show since about 1977, and recently has become known 
as one of the better shows in the early. season (the junior corps season runs from mid-June to mid-August, 
culminating in finals competition in Jackson, Mississippi.) For the past four years Terry Stan (also an alumnus) has 
run the show virtually by himself, but he got a job change in real life, which means less time to devote to the show. 
So naturally they asked for someone to handle the tickets..someone who actually wants to help run the 
thing..someone who can handle seating lots of fans (since without them what's the point of the show)..who has a 
spare life to devote to this sort of thing. 


I got a load of stuff from Terry yesterday to do, and this isn't the sort of thing that one can do while watching 
‘Totally Different Pauly.’ Not that the latter requires any brain cells, but I'll have to contact printers for the tickets 
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and brochures, secure yet another bulk-mailing non-profit permit, handle the oodles of ticket orders coming into my 
mailbox, and making sure everyone has a seat. This last is the fun (ha) part, and it seemed at the meeting that people 
thought ‘he's got computer chops, he can do this ina flash.’ Well, at least for this one I'll stick to paper, and figure out 
how I'd do this on Mr. Neutron here in the fall when there's lots of time. I'm open to suggestions..and to ticket orders; 
Innovations in Brass is Thursday, June 24th in Massillon, Ohio; tickets are $8. Write me (either way) for more 
details, or if you'd like to see a show closer to where you are; I'll know about those in the spring. 


] know that some of you sort-of follow corps already, so in case you hadn't heard, last summer the Rosemont 
(Chicagoland) Cavaliers won the Drum Corps International championship with a show that I found musically 
abrasive but performed much better than the other two title contenders; the Cadets of Bergen County (New Jersey) 
and the Star of (Bloomington) Indiana. My alma mater finished eleventh with what looked like an OK. idea on 
paper: music of the Beatles. But the st yle that came out was (musically) obscure and (visually) partly puerile, and the 
crowd went ‘feh.’ Up until mid-July so did the judges, but after furious rewrites they improved enough to retain the 
same spot they had last year. I like this year’s show better, as they're going back to big—band jazz...but I hope the 
flag line (color guard) wears some- thing more respectable than last year’s spandex abominations. 


If I could find some old APA-Techs I'd comment on them; | will try to stay on top of it from now on, so you 
may abuse me in print if | don't. The last book | read all the way through was ‘Class’ by Paul Fussell, dean of 
snobbery at U of Pennsylvania or something like that. Despite his assertion that ‘any place in New Jersey 
beats..Canton, Ohio’, I can quite vividly recall a Newsweek / Time / USN&WR / whatever story on Camden NJ 
that made Canton look like Grosse Pointe. Not that he’s totally wrong; what do you make of a city whose two 
greatest events are both centered around football games? 


Steve 
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The Environmental Movement and "Moderation" 
Copyright © 1992, Brian K. Yoder 


If you could give some advice to a fish about how not to end up on a fisherman's stringer, you might 
recommend that he closely examine each juicy tidbit he encounters to see if it contains a hook. | would 
like to make that same recommendation to you this evening with regard to political ideologies. If you 
consider swallowing an ideology containing some true and good components, you should scrutinize it's 
structure in order to determine whether it contains a false and evil hook. 


A look at history will show us many instances of large numbers of people adopting tyrannical ideologies 
which killed and enslaved them. What caused this? Were these people less intelligent than we are? 
Weimar Germany had one of the best educated populations in the world before the Nazis came to power. 
Certainly they weren't grossly stupid or uneducated. Even today, many of the most vocal proponents of 
Marxism on American campuses are otherwise intelligent people. 


Were they more subject to evil intent? There is certainly no evidence of this. Nobody promotes ideas he 
considers to pe evii/ Do you have ideas you consider to be evil? Of course not. Neither did the citizens of 
Russia and Germany. ___|t must be something else. 


How could the proponents of tyranny have been so effective and the opponents so ineffective? If the 
common people wouldn't stand up for themselves, didn't business and religious leaders stand up to the 
tyrants? No, for the most part, they supported them. How can it be that intelligent, well-meaning people 
can allow and even support the development of tyrannical political movements? The answer is that the 
majority swallowed some juicy bait uncritically, without looking for an ideological hook, and that's how they. 
ended up on the stringer. 


So, how does one identify a "hook" of this kind? Answering this question is vitally important today | 
because we are being presented with an ideology similar in many respects to those of the worst tyrannies 
of the 20th century. It is necessary to be able to recognize such ideologies in order to fight against them. 


The ideology | would like to discuss this evening is environmentalism as a philosophical and political 
movement. We will examine the philosophy of environmentalism, and determine whether or not it is safe 
to swaliow. 


| could speak about the scientific case (or lack of it) behind such issues as ozone depletion, the 
greenhouse effect, and the solid waste "crisis", but | won't, because these issues have been dealt with by 
many others already, and because | do not believe that science is what makes environmentalism "work" as 
a political movement. Let's begin by looking at several environmental issues and trying to see what they 
have in common and how they differ. 


Remember Acid Rain? Asbestos? Mercury in Fish? Ozone Depletion from Supersonic Transports? Alar 
in apples? Rachel Carson's Sileni Spring of the 1960's? The Coming Ice Age of the 1970's? Paul 
Ehrlich's Population Bomb of the 1980's? What all of these have in common is that they are based on 
dubious scientific theories, and that they predicted disaster unless the environmentalists were given the 
power to violate the rights of individual citizens. Also, ultimately all of the apocalyptic claims were proven to 
be faise, if for no other reason than that the massive disease and death these theories predicted never 
materialized. 


What about today's predictions such as ozone depletion from CFCs, the greenhouse effect. 
deforestation, and the solid waste crisis? What do they all have in common? 


They are being trumpeted by the same people, they have the same dubious scientific foundations, and 
they are accompanied by the same demands for power to violate individual rights as the previous list. The 
only difference is that this last list is newer and therefore has not yet fallen to scientific disproof. Actually, 
global warming is already on it's way out as more and more scientists stand up and point out the theory's 
faults. Don't worry though, there will be more sources of doomsday predictions next year. Perhaps the 
next big crisis will be the evil of road kills, paint fumes, neon lights, navigation beacons, or something else | 
can't even imagine. Probably that. 


lf these predictions of doomsday are again and again shown to be false, why do new ones rise to take the 
place of each one that falls? This propensity can only be understood in a philosophical and political 
context rather than a scientific one. That is because environmentalism is a philosophical and political 
movement rather than a scientific one. It is no more scientific than communism (with it's pseudo-science of 
history) or Naziism (with it's pseudo-science of race). 


The communists claimed that scientific socialism would put an end to poverty and alienation. The Nazis 
claimed that the science of genetics proved that the Aryan race was blessed by nature with superior 
abilities. No matter how many times these theories were disproven, the adherents remained loyal to the 
ideology. Even today one can find many proponents of Marxist or racial ideologies plying their wares. Is 
environmentalism an ideology of the same kind? 


lf we are to understand the nature of tyrannical political ideologies and determine whether 
environmentalism fits into that mold, we should examine some historical examples, and identify what 
makes them tick politically. 


We'll start with the communists. The essence of what they said to the public was "Poverty is bad. We are 
the people opposed to poverty. In order for poverty to be eliminated, the people opposed to it must be 

given the power to violate individual rights. After all, helping others is the moral ideal and that's all we are 

doing. Trust us, we'll do it right this time.". 


The Nazis had a slightly different message for the common man. They said "The destruction of Germany is 
bad. We are the people opposed to the destruction of Germany. In order for Germany to be defended, 
the people who defend Germany must be given the power to violate individual rights. After all, helping 
others is the moral ideal and that's all we are doing. Trust us, we'll do it right this time.”. 


The Khmer Rouge in Cambodia said "Corruption is bad. We are the people opposed to corruption. In 
order for corruption to be eliminated, the people opposed to it must be given the power to violate 
individual nghts. After all. helping others is the moral ideal and that's all we are doing. Trust us, we'll do it 
right this time.". Each of these ideologies has a common set of attributes. 


1. Each defends an utterly uncontroversial position about which most people are likely to be concerned. 
(In these examples. that poverty is bad, that national destruction is bad. or that corruption is bad). 


2 Each offers to solve the uncontroversial problem. if only the public will grant the group the power to 
violate the rights of individuals. 


3. Each justifies that violation on the basis of the morality of altruism, that is, the moral theory that the 
standard of goodness is doing what is beneficial for others. 


4 Each resulted in millions of deaths, and slavery for millions more. 
Ideologies of this kind work by establishing a "package deal" in which a true and good idea is attached to a 


false and evil one which is swallowed whole by the unwitting citizen. This works the same way as a worm 
on a fisherman's hook and has similar results for those who swallow the combination. 


The simplest way of understanding how people can be tricked into swallowing a package deal of this kind 
iS to notice that the first claim of each of these ideologies (that poverty, national destruction, and 


* 


corruption are evil) are things. everyone already agrees with. So ask yourself, what does taking such a 
position accomplish in a political context? Does it mobilize the public to change it's opinions on the issue? 
Of course not, everyone already agrees. Does it differentiate the movement from the massive pro- 
poverty, pro-national destruction, or pro-corruption forces afoot in the population? Certainly not, there are 
no such wide-scale movements. It merely serves as the "worm" for the hook that follows. 


Once one has swallowed the worm and believes that "The Communists are the opponents of poverty.". 
“The Nazis are the defenders of Germany.", or "The Khmer Rouge are the opponents of corruption.", 
there is only one step left for the advocates of tyranny. They must establish their goal as a moral primary. 


This is necessary because otherwise, people could object to the tyranny on the basis of some higher 
moral principle such as individual rights. 


What | mean by "Moral Primary" is a moral concept which need not be justified on the basis of any other 
*moral* premise. For example, if | said “It is good to eat your vegetables." you might ask why, to which | 
would answer "A diet containing vegetables promotes health.". That means my vegetable-eating 
principle was not moral primary. It was based on a more fundamental moral principle...the goodness of 
health. After hearing this, you might ask “But why is being healthy good?" to which | would answer 
(depending on my moral philosophy) "Because having a healthy body is important to my life." or "Because 
God commands it." or "Because society needs strong citizens to survive." or "Because health brings 
pleasure.". In each case, one is expressing a moral primary, that one's life, the will of God, the good of 
society, or pleasure is the foundation of moral evaluation. Each of these is moral primary. An egoist has 
no *moral* principle that underlies his evaluation of his life as his standard of value. What underlies it is an 
*epistemological* principle. A theist cannot explain what “moral* issue underlies the goodness of God. A 
collectivist cannot explain what moral issue underlies the goodness of society, and a hedonist cannot 
explain what moral issue underlies the goodness of pleasure. In each case, the explanation of the 
standard of good is epistemological, not moral. The theist, the collectivist, and the hedonist, will typically 
explain why their standard is correct with some version of "My standard is good because i feel it is.". We'll 
get back to this issue later when we discuss the relationship between theories of knowledge and ethical 
systems. We will see why egoism can be defended on the basis of more than arbitrary feelings, while the 
others cannot. 


The moral foundation that the creators of tyrannical package deals count on, and the moral system already 
accepted by most people, is altruism. Altruism is the ethical theory which says that the moral ideal is to do 
what benefits others. Broadly speaking, "others" could include other people, supernatural beings, or | 
even inanimate objects, the important issue is that altruism demands that one abandon one's own 
concerns and do things which are contrary to one's rational self-interest in order to lead a morally 
acceptable life. This is the perfect basis for a tyrannical ideology since anyone who claims that he is being 
personally harmed by Communism, Naziism, or the Knmer Rouge, is merely being selfish and is thus an 
agent of poverty. national destruction, or corruption. (Do you see how the package deal works here? To 
oppose the movement is taken as opposition to the uncontroversial idea, and since that idea has been 
elevated to a moral primary. such opposition must be considered the worst possible sin.) So, how can 
anyone oppose the tyranny? 


Once one has swallowed the hook. the chance for the citizen to oppose the violation of his rights in a 
consistent way is *gone*. Accepting the premises that the tyrants are the advocates of the good, and that 
the good supersedes the rights of any individual leads inexorably to the conclusions of the tyrants...that 
they should rule outside of considerations of individual rights. 


in our examples, anyone opposed to communism was considered to be in favor of poverty, and therefore 
could be treated without regard to individual rights, since since communism was considered to be 
equivalent to the opposition to poverty, which was considered to be a moral primary. Anyone opposed to 
Nazism was considered te be in favor of the destruction of Germany, and therefore could be treated 
without regard to his rights. Anyone opposed to the Khmer Rouge was considered to be in favor of 
corruption, and therefore could be treated without regard to his rights. By grafting the movement to an 
uncontroversial idea which is a moral primary, tyrants can dismiss any objections to their movement as 
opposition to that moral idea. Opposition to the actions of the movement therefore becomes an 
unforgivable sin. subject to any retaliation the movement chooses. 


| should point out that the worst of such retaliation historically has not become a reality until *after* the 
tyrants took power. Obviously they can't build death camps before they take over, so you should not 
assume that any movement that hasn't imposed press censorship or started mass purges yet is not 
tyrannical. Mass killings and censorship are not the hallmarks of tyranny on the rise, they are the hallmarks 
of tyrannies in power. 


OK. Enough for history. Let's look at current affairs. 


Consider the reaction to those who speak out against environmentalism here in 1992. Anyone opposed 
to the environmentalists is considered to be in favor of pollution, and can be treated without regard to his 
rights (at least if he environmentalists have their way). 


The essential message of the environmental movement is "Pollution is bad. We are the people opposed 
to pollution. In order for pollution to be eliminated, the people opposed to it must be given the power to 
violate individual rights. After all, helping others is the moral ideal and that's all we are doing. Trust us, we'll 
do it right this time.". One can expect that the results of this package deal will be the same as those 
generated by it's ideological counterparts if the environmentalists have their way. 


Let's look at what several prominent environmentalists have to say in their own words... 


Christopher Manes, the editor of the Earth First! Journal writes: "[T]he biological meltdown is most directly 
the result of values fundamental to what we have come to recognize as culture under the regime of 
technological society: economic growth, “progress”, property rights, consumerism, religious doctrines 
about humanity's dominion over nature, [and] technocratic notions about achieving an optimum human 
existence at the expense of all other life-forms." 


Lynn White. a professor of history at UCLA wrote: “men must not crowd coyotes [or] try to exterminate 
locusts." because, he says: "we can sense our comradeship with a glacier, a subatomic particle, or a spiral 
nebula“, and therefore "We must extend compassion to rattlesnakes, and not just to koala bears." 


Paul Ehrlich, a prominent writer on population control in the Population Bomb writes: "We must have 
population control...by compulsion if voluntary methods fail." 


Dave Foreman, a founder of the Earth First! movement and a former representative for The Wilderness 
Society writes: "An individual human life has no more intrinsic value than does an individual Grizzly Bear 
life. Human suffering resulting from drought and Ethiopia is tragic, yes, but the destruction there of other 
creatures and habitat is even more tragic." 


Kirkpatrick Sale, an “ecological historian" was quoted in the Washington Post as saying Western 
civilization is “founded on a set of ideas that are fundamentally pernicious, and they have to do with 
rationalism, humanism, materialism, science, progress. These are to my mind just pernicious concepts.” 


David Graber is a research biologist with the National Park Service. In Graber's Los Angeles Times review 
of Bill McKibben's book, The End of Nature he wrote: 

“Somewhere along the line -- at about a billion [sic] years ago, maybe half that -- we quit the contract and 
became acancer. We have become a plague upon ourselves and upon the Earth. ...Until such time as 
Homo sapiens should decide to rejoin nature, some of us can only hope for the right virus to come along." 
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When | present this evidence and reasoning to friends and debating opponents, a common reaction is 
“On sure, those guys are bad, but they are just on the lunatic fringe. I'm no misanthrope, | just want clean 
air and clean water. That's why I'm an environmentalist, not because | believe in all those radical ideas.". 
But aren't these "radicals" the ones who are leading influential environmentalist groups? Writing books? 
Making speeches? Raising and spending millions of dollars for environmentalist causes? Writing 
educational materials for our children? Even so, the everyday environmentalists say "That's not what “I” 
mean when | talk about environmentalism. I'm a moderate *and’ I'm an environmentalist. Why don't you 
talk about what moderate environmentalists have to say?". Well, that's exactly what | would like to do this 
evening. Let's look at what Senator Al Gore, someone moderate enough to be elected vice-president of 
the United States, thinks is a proper response to the environmental "crisis". 


First. let's turn to the explanation Gore gives in his book Earth /n the Balance: Ecology & the Human Spirit’ 
of why we are in such a terrible position in the first place. He essentially gives two reasons. First, that we 
human beings and western civilization are mentally ill. 


On the one hand, we are individually “addicted” to civilization... 

[p. 222] “Industrial civilization's great engines of distraction still seduce us with a promise of fulfillment. Our 
new power to work our will upon the world can bring with it a sudden rush of exhilaration, not unlike the 
momentary “rush” experienced by drug addicts when a drug injected into their bloodstream triggers 
changes in the chemistry of the brain." 


That is because we are more interested in technology than in nature: 


[p. 207] "[Flar too often, our fascination with technology displaces what used to be a fascination with the 
wonder of nature." 


On the other hand western civilization itself is "addicted" to technology... 


[p. 220] "! believe that our civilization is, in effect, addicted to the consumption of the Earth itself. This 
addictive relationship distracts us from the pain of what we have lost: a direct experience of our connection 
to the vividness, vibrancy, and aliveness of the rest of the natural world. The froth and frenzy of industrial 
civilization mask our deep loneliness for that communion with the worid that can lift our spirits..." 


How can addicts of civilization solve this problem? 


[p. 225] “Rather than distracting their inner awareness through behavior, addicts must learn to face the 
real pain they have sought to avoid. Rather than distracting their inner awareness through behavior, | 
addicts must learn to face their pain -- feel it, think it, absorb it, own it. Only then can they begin to honestly 

deal with it instead of running away." 


Notice that according to Gore, in order to even recognize that one is addicted, one needs to accept the 
idea that one is making choices because of addiction, rather than because of reason. Anyone who claims 
to make rational choices in favor of technological civilization, must be mentally ill and therefore blind to his 
illness. In fact, the only "solution" to this illness is for people to accept that it is real despite the fact that 
there is no evidence of this technologically-induced mental illness: 


[p. 236] "[Experts have shown] than the act of mourning the original loss while fully and consciously 
feeling the pain it has caused can heal the wound and free the victim from further enslavement." 


So. anyone who claims not to fee! this "psychic pain", is a wounded enslaved victim who can only be cured 
of this disease, which he doesn't know he has, by adopting an environmentalist view of civilization, by 
mourning, and by experiencing pain. Those who don't agree are mentally ill and are in need of re- 
education and psychological help. This is reminiscent of the attitude of the Soviet Union toward 
dissidents. 


Gore's second explanation is that the prime mover of history is not philosophy, necessity, money, religion. 
or great men. but the weather. He equivocates about this considerably explaining that he really isn't 
saying that climate is necessarily the most important factor in the course of civilization, but you can decide 
what he really thinks. He attributes more historical events to weather than | have time to recite, but I'll read 
you a few just to give you an idea of where Gore is coming from. He says weather caused: 


Human evolution, p. 63 

Vanishing of the Minoan civilization, p. 58 

Mass disappearance of population in Scotland in 1150BC, p. 58 
Cannibalism & failed harvests in China in 209 B.C. p. 59 
Migration of Indians to America, p. 61 

The rise of Mesopotamia and Jericho, p. 62, p. 103 
The rise of Egypt, p. 62 

End of northern bronze age, p. 64 

The invasion of Europe by germanics, p. 64 
Macedonian conquest of Greece, p. 64 

Alexander the Great's conquest, p. 64 


Expansion of Chinese civilization, p. 64 

Decline of the Mali civilization in West Africa, p. 65 

Disappearance of the Mycenaean civilization, p. 65 

Migration of bronze age people from Balkans, p. 65 

The collapse of Hittite civilization, p. 65 

The rise of Rome, p. 65 

The imperial nature of Roman civilization, p. 64 

The fall of Rome & Barbarian invasions, p. 64 

The fall of the Mayan civilization, p. 66,67, 379 

The voyages of Leif Erikson & Eric the Red, p. 66 

French revolution, p. 59 

Napoleonic wars, p. 57 

Anti-semitic riots in Wurzburg, p. 57 

The European emigration to the United States, p. 71 

The rise of the modern bureaucratic state (including the New Deal), p. 73 
The renaissance and enlightenment, & individualism in politics, p. 68 


If you still don't think that Gore considers weather to be the prime mover of history, i suggest you read his 
book and look at the rest of the list | didn't have time to recite. 


Third. he explains that we as a civilization are a "dysfunctional family" because we can't seem to give up on 
science and reason, a dreadful hang-up according to Gore. 


[p. 230] "Like the rules of a dysfunctional family, the unwritten rules that govern our relationship to the 
environment have been passed down from one generation to the next since the time of Descartes. 
Bacon. and the pioneers of the scientific revolution some 375 years ago. We have absorbed these rules 
and lived by them for centuries with our seriously questioning them. As in a dysfunctional family, one of 
the rules in a dysfunctional civilization is that you don't question the rules." 


All of this addiction and dysfunctional interaction ultimately arises, according to Gore from "psychic pain" 
[p. 219] which we experience because we are separated from nature. This separation began with the 
invention of agriculture, and is directly related to the use of knowledge in the creation of civilization. 
Civilization keeps us "out of touch" with nature by creating artificial environments like homes and fields. 
Being “in touch with nature" apparently requires the most primitive animal state of existence. 


Another probiem Gore cites is that we have too much information available to us: 
[p 197] "...rarely do we examine the negative impact of information on our lives.." 


[p 200] "We have...automated the process of generating data -- with inventions like the printing press and 
computer -- without taking into account our limited ability to absorb the new knowledge thus created." 


[p. 201] “Vast amounts of information ultimately become a kind of pollution." 


So. we westerners and our civilization have been driven to insanity by too much civilization, technology 
and information. What method does Gore suggest we should use to understand our problem? He gives a 
long list of methods: the Hindu method, the American Indian method, the Buddhist method, the Christian 
method, the Baha'i method and others. All of these methods, Gore tells us, will lead to the same 
conclusion...that civilization is a failure, that technology doesn't work, and that we should give it all up for 
some higher purpose. This theme is repeated in his book again and again in regard to pesticides, 
fertilizers, mechanical trucks and plows, mass-production, decorations, electronic communication, 
transportation, and the mass-production of artwork. Gore bases this on some interesting and very 
scientific premises: 


[p. 244] "Whatever is done to the Earth must be done with an awareness that it belongs to God." 


[D. 243] "From the biblical point of view, nature is only safe from pollution and brought into a secure moral 
relationship when it is united with people who love it and care for it." 


His scientific analysis continues on 


[p. 244] "...whatever verses are selected in an effort to lend precision to the Judeo-Christian definition of 
life's purpose, that purpose is clearly inconsistent with the reckless destruction of that which belongs to 
God and which God has seen as 'good’." 


Now we arrive at the real enemy...human efficacy and achievement. The idea that we can have what we 
want out of life is wrong according to Gore. 


[p. 206] "Technological hubris tempts us to lose sight of our place in the natural order and believe that we 
can achieve whatever we want." 


To me more specific... 


[p. 240] "We have been so seduced by industrial civilization’s promise to make our lives comfortable that 
we allow the synthetic routines of modern life to soothe us in an inauthentic world of our own making. Life 
can be easy, we assure ourselves. We need not suffer heat or cold; we need not sow or reap or hunt and 
gather. We can heal the sick, fly through the air, light up the darkness, and be entertained in our living 
rooms by orchestras and clowns whenever we like." 


Apparently, Gore thinks that medicine. aircraft, heating, light bulbs and agriculture are intrusions against 
God's creation. It God had meant us to be mobile, healthy, well-fed, warm in the winter, and able to read at 
night, he would have provided us with wings, disease-free bodies, heated caves, and nite-lights. Since 
he didn't, it is wrong for us to provide them for ourselves. That wasn't what God created and saw to be 
"good". 


But isn’t environmentalism supposed to be a scientific ideology? If so, why bother with the religious 
arguments? According to Gore, we can reconcile science with religion in such a way as to allow religious 
revelation to inform scientific opinion. 


[p. 253] "...science offers a new way to understand -- and perhaps begin healing -- the long schism 
between science and religion." ...and he goes on to explain that the Heisenberg uncertainty principle 
opens the way to allowing religion and science to coexist without contradiction. Exactly how he proposes 
that this might be done, is not clear, but Gore really does think that religion can be used in place of 
science, and therefore that religion is a proper method discovering the truth. 


In a C-Span interview just after his book was published, Gore explained that the source of the idea that 
civilization must be restrained is irrelevant. One can justify that idea using science, religion, social 
solidarity. whatever you like. as long as the conclusion is that we should renounce our civilization, 
technology. and power over nature. Any method that does not create that conclusion should be 
discarded. 


The moral goal toward which that renunciation is to be directed is also optional according to Gore. You can 
give up your comforts for the benefit of the state, for your children, for your class, for the biosphere, for 
cute little animals. or for God. What matters is that we use *some* method to arrive at the conclusion that 
we should perform *some’ acts of renunciation toward “some” end other than ourselves. This is simple 
unadorned altruism. The method of thought doesn't matter to Gore. The recipient of the sacrifices 
doesn't matter either. What matters, and he said this literally over and over again, is that we must sacrifice 
something, to anyone or anything, for any reason. 


As Ayn Rand said in For the New Intellectual, p. 73, "It stands to reason that where there's sacrifice, there's 
someone collecting the sacrificial offerings. Where there is service, there is someone being served. The 
man who speaks to you of sacrifice speaks of slaves and masters. And intends to be the master.". 


To sum it up, the environment reigns supreme as a force in history. People and civilization are insane, and 
we should rely on religious insights in order to see this. We should choose some person, thing, or 


superstitious entity to sacrifice ourselves for, and give up everything we can to accomplish this. Anyone 
who selfishly refuses to do this is acting immorally because of his mental illness. 


OK, that's the theory. ..let's look at the practice that follows from it. 


Gore outlines two political programs in his book. The first is a "Global Marshall Plan" by which the United 
States transfers billions of dollars to the rest of the world to get them to adopt environmentally benign 
lifestyles. The second is the SEI (Strategic Environment Initiative), the domestic counterpart which will 
completely transform the domestic economy according to a plan of environmentalist control. This pair of 
initiatives are, according to Gore, designed to transfer the entire foundation of civilization from it's current 
focus on fulfilling individual human needs and desires toward one based on the preservation of the world 
in it's natural state. 


[p. 269] "| have come to believe that we must take bold and unequivocal action; we must make the rescue 
of the environment the central organizing principle of civilization. " 


[p. 270] "Although it has never yet been accomplished on a giobal scale, the establishment of a single 
shared goal as the central organizing principle for every institution of society has been realized by free 
nations several times in modern history." 


In other words, rather than being in the business of promoting the lives of human beings, as it does now, 
civilization ought to primarily be in the business of making it more difficult for human beings to extract 
values from nature. 


According to Gore. existing civilization is based on the fulfillment of human wants and desires 
{p. 243] “[O]ur civilization is built on the premise that we can use nature for our own ends" 
and goes on to explain that this is contrary to religious dictates. 


Civilization. Gore says. is wrong because it tries to do good things for people, when it should be trying to 
do good things for Bambi instead and he knows this because God told him so. 


He explicitly calls for a change in the central organizing principle of civilization to one which has as it's goal. 
the maintenance of the world in a wild state, and he claims that the only way to accomplish this is by the 
establishment of a world-wide pseudo-government which will control all of the human activities which have 
any impact on the environment. 


[p. 204] "the people of all nations have begun to feel that they are part of a truly global civilization, united 
by common interests and concerns -- among the most important of which is the rescue of our 
environment." 


[p. 295] “what's required now is a plan inat combines large-scale, long-term, carefully targeted financial aid 
to developing nations, massive efforts to design and then transfer to poor nations the new technologies 
needed for sustained economic progress, a worldwide program to stabilize world population, and binding 
commitments by the industrial nations to accelerate their own transition to an environmentally responsible 
pattern of life." 


[p. 302] "We must negotiate international agreements that establish global constraints on acceptable 
behavior but that are entered into voluntarily -- albeit with the understanding that there will be both 
incentives and legally valid penalties for non-compliance." 


This [p. 301] “framework of global agreements" Gore insists is not a government despite it's binding 
nature and enforcement mechanisms and Gore assures us that our fear of such a delegation of 
sovereignty to a global government is a guarantee that it couldn't possibly develop. Clearly he wants it 
both ways...to have a global government to manage the economies of the world but without it having any 
power. For what it is worth, the index of the book says that this page contains a discussion of "Post- 


nationalism" even though that word is never actuall y used...it is pretty obvious that is really what he is 
proposing here, a global environmentalist state. 


As you might guess, this switch from the idea of the individual good to the collective good involves a 
switch away from the idea of individual rights, and toward the power of a universal government a like the 
ones proposed by the other tyrannical ideologies. 


[p. 278] "we have titted so far toward individual rights ani so far away from any sense of obligation that it is 
now difficult to muster an adequate defense of any rights vested in the community at large or in the nation 
-- much less rights properly vested in all humankind or postenty." 


With this anti-individual rights paradigm in hand, Gore can plan his domestic policy. He can argue for it on 
the basis that his opponents are insane and therefore need not be answered rationally. He can argue that 
religious determination is more important than individual rights. He can argue that people ought to be 
prevented from using the Earth to improve their lives, and that all of this follows from the desire for clean 
water and air. 


He can base it on that same old kind of package deal: "Pollution is bad. We are the people opposed to 
pollution. In order for pollution to be eliminated, the people opposed to it must be given the power to 
violate individual rights. After all, helping others is the moral ideal and that's all we are doing. Trust us, we'll 
do it nght this time." 


Let's look at the Strategic Environment Initiative. Here is an outline of the parts of the plan 


[p. 319-320] 

1. Tax incentives for government-approved technologies and disincentives for the those the government 
Goesnt approve of. 

2. Research and development funding for government-approved technologies and bans for all those the 
government doesn't approve of. 

3. Government purchasi ng Bede for the new technologies. 

4 Government promises of large profits in a market certain to emerge as older isehnoiogies are phased 
Out. 

5. The establishment of rigorous technology assessment centers which evaluate new technologies and 
determine whether they are “appropriate”. 

6. The establishment of a network of training centers to create a core of environmentalist planners and 
technicians to control third world economies. 

7. The! ae ion of export controls in developed countries to assess a technology's ecological effect and 
prevent all trade the government doesn't approve of. 

8. The expansion of intellectual property rights to include genetic materials which will be the property of 
the governments where various species emerged. 


This amounts to complete domination of the domestic economy by environmentalist government 
agencies. It is quite consistent with Gcre's proposa! to change the central organizing principle of 
civilization to be the preservation of tne world in a natural state. That being the case, individual rights. 
economic efficiency, and human advancement must all be made subservient to environmentalist dictates. 


Gore doesn't believe that just dominating the lives of Americans is good enough. He insists that the only 
way he can achieve his goals is through coordinated global actions, through a global state with powers of 
economic planning, technology approval, redistribution of income, and enforcement of it's demands. Of 
course, everyone will voluntarily cooperate with this, so no violence will be necessary. "After all, helping 
others is the moral ideal, and that is all we are doing.." 


Here are a few of his “strategic goals”: 
1. A comprehensive population control program, p. 311-314 


2. A blur in what Gore calls the artificial distinction between hard and soft currencies in international trade. 
p. 344 


3. The establishment of debt-for nature swaps whereby poor countries have their debts forgiven in return 
for their promise to leave their resources untouched, p. 345 

4. The establishment of a CO? trading credit system with fewer and fewer credits being issued each year, 
p. 345 

5. A change in the way GNP and productivity are calculated to include the use of natural resources to 
counteract the apparent creation of wealth when a resource is used to create goods, p. 346 | can explain 
more about this in the Q&A period if you like. 

6. A shift in the legal burden of proof from those who want to prove environmental harm to those who want 
to prove they are innocent, p. 341 

This last, is particularly ominous since it assumes that everyone is guilty of crimes without proof, and with 
counterproof an impossibility because it is impossible to prove a negative. We are to be considered guilty 
until proven innocent of crimes which violate the central organizing principle of civilization. What could be 
worse? 


There are some additional ominous items in the joint Clinton-Gore campaign book, "Putting People First" 
which are not in Earth in the Balance. For example: 


- A national identification card with a magnetic strip which will be required to gain access to government 
services such as medical care. 


* A national service corps where young people will serve the state in order to gain access to government 
services. 


- The establishment of a government-controlled national computer network linking every home, library, 
and classroom in the country. 


* A change in the corporate average fuel economy regulations from current 27.5 MPG to 40 MPG by the 
year 2000 and to 45 MPG by 2015. | 


- Massive spending on public transportation. 
- Opposition to use of nuclear power. 
* A national program to re-educate citizens to produce environmentally correct behavior. 


Elsewhere in “Putting People First", we see proposals for government control of other areas as well, 
including doctors, insurance companies, hospitals, pharmaceutical companies, labor, transportation, 
education, energy production, civilian R&D, the arts, political elections, day care, space exploration. 
computer telecommunication, the housing market...have | left anything out? The principle is clear. If the 
citizens are not doing what the wise managers of the environment desire, there is no reason why the 
individual rights of the people involved should get in the way. “In order for pollution to be eliminated, 
those opposed to pollution must be given the power to violate individual rights. Trust us, we'll do it right 
this time." 


What's that you say? You don't want government control of everything? You don't want a global state 
whose central organizing principle is to thwart your use of the earth to make your life better? You want the 
government to respect your nghts? Why, if that's what you want, you must want to drink polluted water 
and breathe poisonous air! Remember, "Pollution is bad. Environmentalists are the people opposed to 
pollution. In order for pollution to be eliminated, environmentalists must be given the power to violate 
individual rights. After all, helping others is the moral ideal and that's all we are doing. Trust them, they'll 
do it right this time.". 


The unstated argument here is that individual rights are incompatible with life, and that respecting them will 
lead to death and suffering. Of course, if that argument were to be addressed in this head-on way by the 
environmentalists, they would have to make admissions they would prefer to avoid. Among them, what 
individual rights actually are, that environmentalists are opposed to individual rights, and that this is on the 
grounds that citizens are incompetent to arrange their own affairs, and must turn to government 
bureaucrats for orders. Free thought and free action are what individual rights exist to defend. If they are 
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forced to address the question, environmentalists have to admit that they are opposed to free thought 
and free action and in favor of government control of individual lives and property. 


As we look at the history of the 20th century, we observe that the most "toxic" thing present is not 
plutonium, dioxin, pesticide residues, or mercury. These have at worst killed a few thousand people. Far 
more dangerous than these are the things they combat: spoiled food, the winter cold, starvation, and 
disease. Before the 20th century these were very wide-scale killers and cripplers of human beings, and 
they have been in the 20th century where modern technology was not available. But both of these 
hazards pale in comparison to the hazards of political tyranny. Governments using ideological package 
deals of the kind environmentalists present have killed hundreds of millions and enslaved billions more. 
Even if there really are dangerous environmental catastrophes looming on the horizon, abandoning 
technological civilization, and granting the government (a world-wide one at that) the power to violate 
individual rights is FAR more dangerous. 


lf anything, the environmentalists are worse than the Nazis, the Khmer Rouge, and the Communists. At 
least the Nazis. Communists, and Khmer Rouge were claiming *some* kind of human goal as the reason 
for their activities. The environmentalists are explicitly promoting the idea that having human needs and 
desires met is a bad thing. 


| hope you can see by now that there can be no such thing as a "moderate environmentalist” any more 
than there can be a "moderate Nazi", “moderate communist" or a “moderate axe murderer". Anyone who 
grants mora! support to an ideology of this kind is helping to bring it into reality...not just the “clean air part” 
or the "anti-poverty part"but the whole package deal, worm, hook, and all. 


So. what is the position of the leader of the Republican Party, George Bush on this? He says "I'm an 
environmentalist too... just a moderate one.". Unfortunately, Bush and many other conservatives think 
that the way to win battles against those who want to violate individual rights is to leap out ahead of the 
pack and show that they agree with every premise of the environmentalists, and to claim that their policies — 
are every bit as severe as those of the radicals. 


Witness George Bush's recent performance at the Rio Earth Summit. Rather than pointing out the 
scientific faults of the environmentalist cause, or pointing out the moral flaws in the idea that governments 
should violate the rights of individuals, or pointing out the counterproductivity of various environmental 
proposals. or simply staying away from the Earth Summit entirely, he conceded every point immediately. 
He begged the audience to believe that the Clean Air Act, the policies of the EPA, and a myriad of other 
laws he has supported are as strong as the restrictions the radical environmentalists wish to impose. 


This is obviously false. Worse yet. by arguing this way, opponents of the environmentalists, such as Bush 
is supposed to be. cannot hope to win. They concede every important point before they even begin. 
They have swallowed the environmental package deal hook line and sinker. 


In political life today, there are no anti-environmentalists. There are only "pretend environmentalists” like 
Bush who pretend to be both pro and anti-environmentalist, and there are “moderate environmentalists" 
like Gore who offer the public a datigerous package deal. This situation is not a good one. We are not 
given a choice between environmentalism and anti-environmentalism, but between enthusiastic genuine 
environmentalism and weak-kneed "me-too" environmentalism. It is heads-environmentalism and tails- 
environmentalism. 


What conservatives like Bush lack is a rational philosophy to counter the irrational philosophy of the 
environmentalists. At best, they simply offer no philosophical alternative, and at worst, they offer a 
religious or emotional one which (fortunately) they are shy about expressing. To combat a philosophy one 
cannot use emotion or raw conviction as intellectual weapons. The opponents of environmentalism are in 
desperate need of philosophical ideas. What they need is a philosophical answer to the people like Al 
Gore who deny free will in favor of climatological determinism. What they need is an answer to those who 
deny reason in favor of religion. emotion, or social consensus as a method of thought. What they need is 
an answer to those who deny the objectivity of values in favor if intrinsic values based on some irrational 
revelation. What they need is an answer to those who deny individual rights in favor of collectivistic 
tyranny. 
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In short, they need is an intellectual defense of their opposition of tyranny. Without one, they will 
ultimately fail in their fight. What they need is Objectivist philosophy. 


For those of you who may not be familiar with Objectivism, | would like to present to you the outlines of the 
Objectivist point of view to help you understand why such an intellectual foundation is necessary for an 
intellectual defense of any ideas whether they are scientific, moral or political. 


Obviously, | cannot in the few minutes remaining give a thorough exposition of objectivist philosophy. 
What | can do is recommend that you read Ayn Rand's books: Atlas Shrugged, Capitalism: The Unknown 
Ideal. and The New Left: The Anti-Industrial Revolution. | also recommend Objectivism: The Philosophy of 
Ayn Rand and The Ominous Parallels by Leonard Peikoff. | also recommend Ayn Rand's novella 

Anthem, if you want a to have a look at the kind of "in touch with nature" society these “moderate” 
environmentalists propose. 


Although | cannot give a complete exposition of Objectivism in the remaining time, but | will offer a brief 
Outline: | 


There are 5 branches of philosophy, four of which are important in the context we are examining: 
Metaphysics - Which answers questions about the fundamental nature of reality. 

Epistemology - Which deals with the nature of knowledge and the means by which it can be acquired. 
Ethics - Which deals with questions regarding what choices one ought to make with that Knowledge. | 
Politics - Which deals with issues of ethics in a social context. 

Let's look briefly at each of these: 


In metaphysics. some believe that the ultimate foundation of existence is one's own mind and that there is 
no external reality. Others believe that it is the collective mind of society which is the source of existence. 
For others. it is the mind of God, and for others, there is simply no reality and no way to know anything 
about it if it did exist. The objectivist view is that reality is the foundation of existence. Objectivism says that 
External reality exists independent of the mind. 


In epistemology. there are many who believe intuition, religious revelation. social consensus. or word 
games are the means by which knowledge can be acquired. Others deny that knowledge of the real world 
iS possible by any means. The objectivist position is that human beings possess free will and can choose 
to use a process of reason and science on information presented by the senses in order to achieve 
knowledge of reality. Objectivism says that reason allows knowledge of existence. 


In ethics, many believe that people should make their choices of action based on what would benefit the 
race. the class. the nation, one's neighbor, God, or the ecosystem. Others claim than any kind of ethical 
principle is naive and that one ought to act on the expediency of the moment. The objectivist position is 
that one ought to make choices which are to one's rational self-interest. Objectivism says that rational 
choices of action are those which are consistent with one's self-interest. 


In politics. many people believe that the proper role of government is to plan the lives of individuals, to do 
the will of the majority, to serve the will of God, to serve the interests of the powertul, to serve the interests 
of the weak. to maximize the common good, or to preserve nature against human intrusions. The 
objectivist position is that the proper purpose of the government is to protect the rights of individuals by 
outlawing the initiation of force and fraud from human affairs. Objectivism says that the rational way to live 
IN a social context is by the principle of individual rights. 


To review: 


External reality exists independent of the mind 
Reason allows knowledge of existence. 
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Rational choices of action are those which are consistent with one's self-interest. 
The rational way to live in a social context is by the principle of individual rights. 


The objectivist political message is this: "The initiation of force is bad. In order for the initiation of force to 
be eliminated, the government must protect the individual rights of every citizen and never violate these 
rights itself. After all, rational self-interest is the moral ideal, and that is the source of the idea that 
individuals have rights.". This is different from the tyrannical ideologies in that it doesn't demand that 
people renounce the control of their lives to the government. It demands that the government renounce 
the violation of rights and prevent others from doing so as well. This provides the kind of environment 
where individuals are free to solve their problems, economic, personal, environmental, and otherwise. 


You cannot mix and match these positions. If you believe that the foundation of reality is social | 
consensus, how could you conclude that individuals have inalienable rights? Maybe next week there will 
be a poll in which most people deny individual rights. : 


lf you believe that reality cannot be known, how can you conclude that one course of action is actuaily 
better than any other? 


lf you conclude that serving God is the ethical ideal, how can you consistently defend a secular 
government? What if God demands theocracy? What if God changes his mind? 


Just as the objectivist ideas of reality. reason, egoism, and individual rights are consistent with one 
another, so are theism, skepticism, irrationalism, altruism, and tyranny. If you are consistent (and most 
people are not) you will ultimately have to choose between these incompatible systems of ideas. 


At any point in the philosophical hierarchy, objectivism answers the arguments of environmentalists that 
the “me-tooism" of the kind Bush exemplifies cannot. 


In metaphysics. the environmentalists claim that the ground of existence is anything but reality, and that 
allows them to turn away from the facts when it suits them. Objectivism claims that reality is a primary which 
cannot be ignored or wished away. 


In epistemology, environmentalists claim that religion, intuition, and tradition just are as valid as reason and 
science. Objectivism counters this with an insistence on observation and reason. Each position flows 
from the previous metaphysical premises. A conservative who agrees that reality is not a primary, but a 
matter of social consensus. religion, or intuition, cannot consistently adopt a pro-scientific position and will 
have to slug it out in the epistemological free-for-all that results when one's ideas have no firm ground to 
stand on. 


In ethics, environmentalists claim that trees and animals have “intrinsic value". How do they know? They 
“feel it". or God has told them so. Without a rational epistemology, how can such claims be discredited? A 
conservative who agrees that non-ratic nal methods of thought are valid cannot consistently accuse 
environmentalists of flaws in the way they determine what has value and why. He has thrown away every 
tool that could have disproven the ethical claims of the environmentalists. 


In politics, environmentalists claim that the government knows best how to organize society and that 
individuals ought to be forced conform to the demands of the government as long as the world is being 
maintained in a natural state. They claim that people have no rights if the government considers itself to 
have a good reason to violate them. A conservative who simply asserts the existence of rights (using 
some equally flawed epistemology based on emotion, intuition, tradition, or revelation) can't even explain 
what rights are. His arguments are just as weak as those of the environmentalists. They typically amount 
to nothing more than appeals to emotion. Such arguments are only empty shells. Their foundation has 
been undercut by a lack of any intellectual foundation in ethics. 


Finally, when the environmentalists claim that this or that law ought to be passed or that this or that industry 
ought to be attacked and destroyed, the conservatives show their bankruptcy. They have no intellectual 
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arguments with which to combat such laws. They are reduced to pathetic me-tooism rather than a 
principled opposition. They have no principles and nothing to build them out of. 


How have large business concerns reacted to this onslaught? No better than the politicians, | am afraid. 
They have pumped millions of dollars into environmentalist groups, and into their own ad campaigns that 
promote their products as being ecologically beneficial. They hope that by doing this, they will get the 
environmentalists to leave them alone. They are just as wrong as the supposed opponents of 
environmentalism in government. They too need an intellectual defense of their existence and of their 
freedom, and without one, they will continue answering attacks with bribes rather than with moral 
condemnation. 


So, how can one fight against this ideology once one concludes that it is tyrannical? 


lf you are a part of the political process as either an intellectual, a politician, or a voter, you need to take 
sides. A "moderate" position is no more acceptable against environmentalist tyranny than against Nazi or 
Communist tyranny. If you are a businessman, you must stop sanctioning your destroyers. Stop 
supporting environmentalist groups with donations. Stop advertising your products as "recyclable". Stop 
any support of the environmental movement that may encroach on your work. Lastly. if you are a student, 
parent, or a teacher, work to restore a sound science curriculum to your school. If there are 
environmentalist materials in your curriculum, complain about them. Learning about science is important, 
learning environmentalist pseudo-science is not, and every hour wasted discussing the apocalypse of the 
month is time that could have been spent studying important things like literature, science, history, and 
math. Youth is too important to waste on pseudo-scientific propaganda. 


EA SAAN TEMES SE NETGEAR GRD 


When citizens are presented with a tyrannical ideology, they can either accept the package deal and suffer 
the consequences or recognize it for the trap it is, and reject it. Germany, Russia, and Cambodia failed to. 
do so. and suffered the horrible consequences we have all seen. 


lf you were a fisherman, you might offer advice to nearby fish along the following lines: “Worms taste 
good. This tidbit contains a worm. In order for you to benefit from the worm, you have to swallow it all the 
way down. After all. eating is the most important thing fish do, and that's all I'm suggesting . Don't look to 
closely. it'll be tasty this time.". | hope | have helped to cleared the way for you to see that 
environmentalism is a worm on a hook. | urge you not to take the bait. 


Thank you. 
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